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enrolled as controls. For each patient, we selected an inner and an
outer carotid artery (ICA and OCA, respectively). A sample of the
ICA and OCA was drawn for basal analysis. The same sample was
divided in two aliquots. One was further treated with ferric
nitrilotriacetate (FeNTA) to obtain an iron-overloaded sample. The
other aliquot was left untreated as a control sample. A post-
mortem bilateral internal carotid angiography was performed.
Carotid diameters were measured and coronary atherosclerotic
plagues were evaluated. FeNTA induced a dose-dependent
dilation of the ICA, while no effect was evident on the OCA. No
difference in carotid dilation was found
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