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The Sulfuric Acid is perhaps the last of my chemical family, one I can remember. It appears to wear its name as
a badge, a constant and eternal reminder, like a Zen master's staff or a pair of matching earrings. It's funny, one
always assume, when one first meets a name, that it must refer to a person, and one's first impulse is to feel
obligated to learn more about that person. But that's rarely true. Most names are just names. I'm happy to say
that mine's not. My name, Hyacinth, refers to the color and not to the flower, which this substance seems to defy
even as it draws its life from it. To my mind, Hyacinth carries the true promise of our planet -- that Earth is a
glorious and warm place. And I'm glad that I'm a small part of that promise. I'm also glad I got to study
chemistry with the best professor of all, Professor Gejend. I remember him as a model of the attentive teacher,
and of the impatience of a man walking a tightrope. He would sometimes ask why a student had not explained a
concept in a different way, and then he would demand that the student explain it again. He would interrupt your
presentation, and demand to know why you were saying what you were saying. If you said something he didn't
understand, he might walk off the tightrope. But he would always return, and he would always wait for you to
tell him what you had been trying to say. To me, that is an essential part of being a teacher. I hope I've tried to
do it when I've been his student, too. That's why I value so much what he told me when I left him, his parting
lecture, or rather a series of parting lectures that repeated themselves again and again, in many ways. "Never
forget," he said. "Always ask yourself why. Always ask yourself why." I think of that as the universal truth of
teaching, don't you? As you watch your students, your future colleagues, your friends ask questions, you might
find yourself asking why. The first time I did that, I assumed it was simply pedagogy. That maybe it was
something my sixth-grade teacher had taught me. Maybe he felt that was all you needed to know, and the best
way to teach it was to simply say, "Ask 79a2804d6b
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